
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



BOOK NOTICES 



309 



Napoleon had possessed Wilhelm's military 
equipment "he would have been an Antichrist 
indeed." And so because of Napoleon's lack 
of preparedness and William's lack of genius 
we must wait for the manifestation of Anti- 
christ. Truly the sense of humor is a divine 
gift which even some of the initiated appear 
to lack! 



Christianity and Ethics: A Handbook of Chris- 
tian Ethics. By Archibald B. D. Alexander. 
New York: Scribner, 1014. Pp. xii+257. 
$o.7S. 

This valuable volume in the "Studies in 
Theology" series presents a brief, comprehen- 
sive view of the Christian conception of the 
moral life. It aims to deal with every vital 
aspect of the moral and social problems of the 
present day. Christian ethics is viewed as the 
application of Christianity to conduct and char- 
acter; a systematic study of the ideals and 
forces which fit man for the highest conceivable 
destiny — fellowship with, and likeness to, the 
Divine Being in whose image he has been made. 
"We need an ethic which will show that religion 
must be coextensive with life, transfiguring and 
spiritualizing all its activities and relationships." 
Dr. Alexander is right in his introductory plea 
for a more specific, thorough, and widespread 
study of Christian ethics. He finds encour- 
aging indications that human interest is turning 
more definitely and strongly to the concrete 
social problems which control the welfare of us 
all, and where we need moral principles intelli- 
gently and vigorously applied. Even theology 
seems to have a keener ethical interest, being 
less concerned with abstract theory and official 
doctrine, and more concerned with the influence 
of doctrine upon practical living. "Not until 
every truth is rounded into its duty, and every 
duty is referred back into its truth, shall we 
attain to clearness of vision and consistency of 
moral life." Since Christian ethics is the practi- 
cal application of belief and faith to life, it is to 
be regarded as the crown of theology and the 
end of all study. Since Schleiermacher (1768- 
1834), who divided theology into dogmatics 
and ethics, the latter subject has received dis- 
tinct and increasing attention. 

The fourfold division of the book into Postu- 
lates, Personality, Character, and Conduct, is 
rather formal and unattractive. But the chap- 
ter headings are interesting: "The Nature and 
Scope of Ethics," "The Postulates of Christian 
Ethics," "Ethical Thought before Christ," 
"The Estimate of Man," "The Witness of 
Conscience," "The Miracle of the Will," 
"Modern Theories of Life," "The Christian 
Ideal, " " Standard and Motive," " The Dynamic 
of the New Life," "Virtues and Virtue," "The 
Realm of Duty," "Social Institutions." Under 
the last title the author discusses the family, 
the state, and the church. Ethics gives an ideal 



of life, a vision of things as they may and should 
be, a goal of perfection toward which man must 
strive, and in the progressive achievement of 
which he shall find his whole occupation and 
joy. How is it possible for man to achieve 
moral and spiritual perfection? "In the 
dynamic power of the new life we reach the 
central and distinguishing feature of Christian 
ethics." The New Testament teachers viewed 
the ultimate goal of man as an exalted form of 
life, a condition of assimilation to and of com- 
munion with God: "I am the way, the truth, 
and the life," "For me to live is Christ." 
Christ is the ideal, in whom the perfect life is 
disclosed and through whom the power for its 
realization is communicated. New Testament 
ethics is an inexhaustible fountain of life. The 
individual virtues of humility, purity of heart, 
and self-sacrifice are now and always the pillars 
of Christian ethics; while the great social prin- 
ciples of human solidarity, of brotherhood and 
equality in Christ, of freedom, of love and ser- 
vice, of the family, the state and the Kingdom 
of God, of the sacredness of the body and the 
soul, the duty of work, the stewardship of 
wealth, contain the germ and potency of all 
personal and social transformation and renewal. 



Primitive Christianity and Its Non-Jewish 
Sources. By Carl Clemen. Edinburgh: 
T. and T. Clark, 191 2. Pp. xiii+403. 
The leading historical question in the field 
of New Testament interpretation, and of religion 
in general, is the genetic relation of Christianity 
to the other religions which preceded and at- 
tended its rise in the first century a.d. That 
primitive Christianity sprang directly and 
mainly from Judaism has been for some time 
demonstrated; but its relation to other religions 
than Judaism has only recently been investi- 
gated, and is by no means determined. Professor 
Clemen, in his first chapter, traces " The History 
of Religious-Historical Interpretation," naming 
and briefly reviewing the most important publi- 
cations in this department of the history of reli- 
gion (or, as it is commonly called, comparative 
religion). The books noticed are mainly by 
German scholars, though other countries 
furnish some titles. He finds much diversity 
of opinion among these specialist writers upon 
the subject, and he is inclined to advise caution 
in accepting the published conclusions. It may 
be counted certain that non- Jewish religious 
influences did affect primitive Christianity, but 
the problem to be solved is, how and to what 
extent such influence took effect. The religions 
of Babylonia, Egypt, Persia, India, Greece, and 
Rome, and the "mystery-religions," all had a 
measure of opportunity to influence primitive 
Christianity, and the historian's task is to re- 
cover the exact facts of Christianity's genesis. 
The first set of Christian ideas that Clemen 
examines for non- Jewish influence is the ethical 



